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\                we were doing the last duties by him and removing the
',                wounded,   General   Championnet   came   up  with   General
\                Suchet, his chief of the staff.    The commander-in-chief had
seen the exploit of our battalion.    He called us together
beside the six guns which we had just taken and gave us the
"               greatest praise for the courage with which we had succeeded
/               in ridding the army of a battery that had been, causing great
-               damage.    He added that in order to reward us for having thus
f;               saved a great number of lives and contributed to the success
of the day, he wished to use the power given to him by a
recent decree of the First Consul instituting arms of honour,
v   •             and that he granted to the detachment three swords of honour
f               and a sub-lieutenancy, authorizing us at the same time ourselves
i               to name those who should receive these rewards.   More keenly
£                did we then regret the loss of the younger Pertelay, so well
fitted to be an officer.  The swords of honour, which three years
later entitled their wearers to the Cross of the Legion of
Honour, fell to the elder Pertelay, a corporal, and a trooper.
I                Then came the naming of the one of us who was to have a sub-
|                lieutenancy; all my comrades pronounced my name, and the
|               commander-in-chief, remembering what  General  Seras had
|              written to him about my conduct at San Giacomo, appointed
^              me sub-lieutenant.     I  had  only been  sergeant a month.
;               At the  same  time I  must  admit  that in the attack and
>              capture of the guns I had done no more than my comrades ;
l'<             but, as I have already said, none of these worthy Alsatians
I,             felt himself fit to command as an officer, so they unanimously
if              named me, and the commander-in-chief was kind enough to
take account of the proposal in my favour which General
t>              Seras had made.    I may say, too, that possibly he was glad
I              to do what would please my father.    At all events this was
f \      .        the view that my father took of my rapid promotion, for, as
soon as he heard of it, he wrote forbidding me to accept it.
I obeyed, but as he had written to the same effect to General
Suchet, the chief of the staff, and the latter had answered that
t              the commander-in-chief would certainly be hurt if one of his
divisional generals claimed to disapprove a nomination which
he had made in virtue of powers, conferred on him by the
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